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Dr. Tyler Smith (vide The Lancet , March 27. 1847) will satisfy any impartial in¬ 
quirer that obstetric etherization is, at least, of very doubtful benefit, and of very 
complicated and uncertain operation.” 

He quotes some remarks of Baron Dubois (see Number of this Journal for Oc¬ 
tober, 1847, p. 521), and of Mr. Tyler Smith, and then observes: 

“ These facts, and three deaths at least from the new agent, chloroform, besides 
many other serious results, will probably satisfy most practitioners that ‘a meddle¬ 
some midwifery’ is still a bad midwifery. 

“In common with most teachers, I have long inculcated at Guy’s Hospital, 
1 that unnecessary interference with the providentially arranged process of healthy 
labour is sure, sooner or later, to be followed by injurious and fatal consequences.’ 

“ I think the chloroform will be no exception to these precepts; nay, so sure 
am I that it needs only to be extensively used to insure its entire abandonment, 
that I would willingly leave it to such a result, if it might be accomplished with¬ 
out further loss of life. But the instances in which it has already proved fatal, 
although they will alarm, may not so quickly, as is to be desired, lead to its final 
relinquishment. It is, therefore, a duty to urge every just plea against its further 
use. 

“ I forbear.” he further says, “to enter into the question—whether there be any 
form of labour in which chloroform should be used?—further than to say, in in¬ 
strumental and flooding cases, we rely as a considerable evidence of the safety of 
the patient, and of the uninjured state of the womb and adjacent parts, on that 
very pain which it is the purpose of the gas to destroy. Whether in the very 
difficult cases of turning, where the womb is most firmly and lonieally contracted 
round the child, it might be of use, I am not prepared to say. I fear, however, it 
would produce but little benefit. Lately, at Enfield, I was consulted in a case of 
rigid perinaaum, where the chloroform was fully exhibited, under the impression 
that it might induce relaxation. No such result followed. Dr. Millar, with great 
promptitude, applied twenty leeches to the part, and the child was eventually born 
dead. If there was any effect produced here, it was to weaken the uterine effort, 
but whether the chloroform produced the death of the child, I cannot say.” 

61. Delirium caused by Inhalation of Chloroform. —Dr. Mitchell, of Dublin, re¬ 
lates a case in which he administered chloroform to a patient in labour, with the 
effect of rendering her violently delirious.— Lond. Med. Gaz., Jan. 1848, from Dub. 
Med. Press. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND TOXICOLOGY. 

62. Recovery from a poisonous dose of Strychnia.—Dr. Thomas Anderson records, 
in the Monthly Journal and Retrospect of the Medical Sciences , a case in which seven 
grains of strychnia were taken without producing fatal consequences. The subject 
of the case was a gentleman who had long suffered from severe tic douloureux, 
for the relief of which he was in the habit of taking muriate of morphia, in in¬ 
creased doses, until three and a half grains were necessary to produce its effect. 
Having occasion to go a short distance in the country on business, he took, pre¬ 
vious to setting out, his usual dose. 3£ grains of strychnine, given him by an apo¬ 
thecary by mistake for muriate of morphia, which he placed on his tongue and 
swallowed;—he remarked at the time that it was extremely bitter, and that the 
taste was more than usually persistent, but it did not occur to him that anything 
was wrong. Shortly after, however, while walking along the street, he fell slightly 
indisposed, the most prominent symptom being a sense of numbness in the back 
of the legs, which he attributed to the effects of cold, to which he had been ex¬ 
posed in the early part of the morning. As these symptoms did not appear of any 
importance, he proceeded by a public conveyance to the village where his busi¬ 
ness lay, and returned by the next opportunity. During the whole of this time 
the symptoms remained precisely as they were the moment he first observed 
them: but as he was walking along, on his return, they suddenly increased, the 
numbness being accompanied by a 6ense of want of power, and a sort of drag- 
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ging of the muscles of the legs, which soon become so great, that, as he describes 
it, he had to put his hands at the back of his thighs in order to push his legs along. 
This occurred at nearly two and a half hours after he had taken the dose of the 
supposed muriate of morphia, and, at this time, there could have been nothing 
remarkable or unusual in his appearance; for, on his way home, he met a friend 
to whom he communicated his sensations, but who laughed at his evident appre¬ 
hension, and assured him that it was all imagination. As he was in the midst of 
describing the effect upon his muscles, and bending himself so as to show how it 
occurred, he suddenly overbalanced and fell heavily backwards. He was imme¬ 
diately raised, and, on attaining the upright position, he felt himself much in the 
same state in which he was before, excepting that he was excessively nervous and 
alarmed. The want of power in the legs did not at all increase in intensity, and 
no spasmodic affection was observed, although the patient was himself under the 
impression, that his fall was somehow connected with the previous symptoms. 

The patient’s fall and the nervous stale into which he had got now fairly alarmed 
his friend, who begged him to get home as fast as possible, and accompanied him 
on his way, as he experienced considerable difficulty in walking, and could not 
get on without support. On reaching home he felt somewhat better, and remained 
sitting for some time, and at length retired to bed, about five hours after the first 
appearance of the symptoms. Just previous to stepping into bed, in order to in¬ 
sure a good night’s rest, of which the recent symptoms rendered him somewhat 
doubtful, he took a second dose of the powder equal in amount to the first. Tn 
less than ten minutes after, he was seized with a violent tetanic spasm, affecting 
the legs and muscles of respiration, and had only time to call out for assistance 
before the sensation amounted to that of absolute suffocation. Fortunately, assist¬ 
ance was close at hand, and he was immediately raised up in bed, with the effect 
of entirely relieving the sense of suffocation, and a medical man sent for. Spasms 
now followed each other in rapid succession, the intervals being about a quarter 
of an hour or twenty minutes, and the affection was confined principally to the 
legs, back, and respiratory muscles, the arms being comparatively unaffected. 
The numbness and dragging of the muscles, which had been continuous during 
the first five hours, disappeared entirely during the intervals of the spasms, and 
the patient was left without any uneasy sensations, excepting the exhaustion of 
the previous fits and the apprehension of its successor. During the whole of this 
time he was not only perfectly conscious, but his senses were preternaturally 
exalted, and h'e distinctly heard a variety of whispered observations of the phy¬ 
sicians and his friends, which, from their tenor, were obviously not intended to 
reach the ears of the patient. 

The paroxysms, after continuing for some time, began gradually to diminish in 
violence, the intervals becoming longer, and the duration of each spasm shorter, 
and it was hoped that they were about to pass ofT, when all at once they returned 
in their original violence. This proved, however, to be the last expiring effort of 
the poison; for the symptoms now entirely ceased, about thirteen hours after the 
first dose was taken. At the conclusion of the spasms, the patient was left in an 
excessively exhausted state, and was unable to turn himself in bed; from this, 
however, he recruited with great rapidity, as he was able to get up on the even¬ 
ing of the next day, and on the second he walked out and went about his usual 
business. The most remarkable fact connected with the case is, that, from that 
time the attacks of tic douloureux entirely ceased, and he has not since had any 
return of it. The medical treatment employed in the case was unimportant, and 
had not any effect on the progress of the symptoms. 

63. Symptoms of Poisoning, after eating a quantity of Mace. —Dr. George C. 
Watson relates ( Prov. Med. and Surg. Joum., Jan. 26th, 1848) an interesting 
case, in which toxicological effects were produced by the arillus of the nutmeg. 
The following description of the anomalous feelings and intellectual disturbance 
experienced are in the words of the patient himself. 

“At about 11 o’clock in the forenoon of the 12th of March, 1847, I was in a 
sale room, in which there were samples of spices, &c.: and, from curiosity, I ate 
about as much mace as could be lifted on a teaspoon, if broken small. About 
half past twelve o’clock I felt a pain on the crown ol the head, extending over a 



